
 

February 25th, 2018 

Brothers, 

As spring is just around the corner and for some of you the thoughts of graduation 

are so close let us all remember that Kappa Psi really is for life. Just because you are 

graduating you do not have to lose contact with the close friends you made over the 

last several years. There can be graduate chapter meetings, province meetings, 

National pharmacy association meetings and even GCCs where you can renew old 

friendships and remember the good old days. Kappa Psi friendship usually just pick 

up where they left off with a little bit of time to find out what has happened 

recently. New relationships or adventures await just because you are a Kappa Psi. To 

many brothers being a Kappa Psi means something special. Just a little bit of effort 

from you can really pay off. Good things can await you.                                                                                                

Now to the collegiate that will be staying behind it does not mean that you are 

losing brothers it means that you now have an opportunity to gain new brothers 

during the pledge process. It is a very important part of each chapter so the more 

serious you take it the better brothers you can recruit and be proud to call them 

your brother. Fraternity pledging has been in the news lately. Hazing has reared it 

ugly head once again and Universities are looking at ways to curb hazing and 

harassment of prospective new members. The best way to combat this is to 

examine your process and be sure that any actions you are doing cannot be 

construed as hazing. Look hard at the old practices. Look for innovative ways to 

attract new brothers that do not involve hazing. It is imperative that each chapter 

do this. The future of Kappa Psi depends on your active participation in curbing this 

epidemic.  

To closed on a brighter note I have read in the Mask and Province reports that we 

are beginning to participate in our National Philanthropic project, Reach Out and 

Read. This makes me feel proud of all your efforts as I read about them. You are 

making a difference in the life of a child. You make me proud to be your Executive 

Director. 

 

Johnny W. Porter, Pharmacist, B.S., M.B.A 

Executive Director 

Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Inc. 

Grand Regent 

Robert Mancini, Pharm.D. 

grandregent@kappapsi.org 

 

Grand Vice Regent 

Christy Askew, Pharm.D. 

grandviceregent@kappapsi.org 

 

Grand Counselor 

Jason Milton, D.O., Pharm. D., M.B.A.. 

grandcounselor@kappapsi.org 

 

Grand Historian 

Melissa Buchanan, Pharm.D., MSCR 

grandhistorian@kappapsi.org 

 

Grand Ritualist 

Michael Starvaggi, R. Ph. 

grandritualist@kappapsi.org 

 

Graduate Member-at-Large 

Chris Miller, Pharm.D. 

gmatlarge@kappapsi.org 

 

Collegiate Member-at-Large 

Joe Nardolillo 

collatlarge@kappapsi.org 

 

Immediate Past Grand Regent 

Latha Radhakrishnan, Pharm.D. 

imedpastgr@kappapsi.org 

 

Executive Director 

Johnny W. Porter, M.B.A., B.S., R.Ph. 

centraloffice@kappapsi.org 

(972) 479-1879 

 

mailto:josephnardolillio@gmail.com


 

February 25th, 2018 

Brothers, 

As we enter the Spring semester, I would love to have Chapters focus on their 

philanthropic efforts as well as getting the story out to the local media. Our new 

partnership with Reach Out & Read has been established 

(www.reachoutandread.org) and the philanthropy committee has put together a 

great presentation on the organization and how to get started. This can be found on 

the website at www.kappapsi.org, under “Announcements.” I encourage all 

Chapters to establish at least one event for this organization this semester. Please 

also keep track of what you did as we would like to summarize the Fraternity’s full 

international efforts over the course of the semester (whether it be total brother 

hours, see below, or dollar amount raised). Please review the handout to make sure 

Kappa Psi gets credit for your efforts. Please also remember that those interested in 

performing large scale events can apply for a new Kappa Psi Service Grant, which 

will fund, up to $1000, any needs in setting up the event to ensure it is a huge 

success. Going beyond the primary philanthropy organization is a tracking of all 

philanthropic efforts by every chapter. I would like every chapter, if you haven’t 

already, to ensure you track and document total philanthropic contributions by 

your Chapter. After each and every service or fundraising event that the chapter 

holds, regardless of size, I would like the Chapter to document the name of the 

organization, the amount of money raised and donated to the charity (if applicable) 

and the number of Brother-Hours volunteered (i.e. number of hours volunteered x 

the number of Brothers participating). This information will be requested on the 

new Chapter Report forms, but the philanthropy committee will also find new ways 

to track this info. My hope is, that by tracking total contributions across the country, 

we can show how significant our impact is, something that we have not ever really 

tracked and I think we will all be surprised and proud to hear what we are doing. 

Secondly, I want chapters to remember to try and get media coverage for their 

philanthropy events. The Public Relations committee is developing a document to 

help chapters and we hope to have this out soon. You can start small with the 

school/college/university news and work your way up to the local newspaper or 

news channel. If you are able to get media coverage on any event you conduct, 

please send that info to the public relations committee 

(publicrelations@kappapsi.org) so that we can archive this media coverage and 

create a portfolio of our public relations progress. 

Lastly, we will be implementing new social media guidelines for our international 

platforms including Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. These updates will be posted 
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and take effect as of March 1st and individual Brothers, Chapters and Provinces are 

expected to adhere to the guidelines set forth. Any violation will be removed and 

the poster will be notified. The goal is to streamline and focus our official pages to 

announcements and networking. Chapters and Provinces are encouraged to 

establish their own guidelines, following the international social media policy, but 

these new guidelines are for the international pages only. One major change is the 

shift to a Kappa Psi shop where chapters and provinces can post sales in a more 

perpetual fashion rather than it getting buried and having to continually repost on 

the international Facebook page. Keep in mind that all products sold MUST be 

produced through an approved vendor (search for Kappa Psi at 

www.greeklicensing.com for a list of vendors) and you can apply to get your 

merchandise posted at http://shop.kappapsi.org/.  

 

As we look forward, I am very optimistic about what the Fraternity as a whole can 

achieve over the next two years. We have great supervisors, province and chapter 

leadership and a focused goal with our new strategic plan. Make sure that you all 

are part of and contribute to the success of Kappa Psi. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Robert Mancini, PharmD, BCOP 

Grand Regent 2017-2019 

Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Inc. 
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February 25th, 2018 

Dear Brothers, 

I hope you all had a wonderful start to the year and are excited about the new 

semester. If you have not yet blocked your calendar to attend GCC, now is the time! 

The 59th Grand Council Convention will be held in Washington DC. from July 17-21, 

2019 at the Grand Hyatt Washington. Note that the dates are a bit different than we 

have typically done as the meeting with run from Wednesday to Sunday so make 

sure to account for this in your plans. 

The theme for GCC will be “Making an Impact” and 

we now have an official logo designed by Brother 

Andrew Willeford. Prior to the last Grand Council 

Convention, Brothers were asked to submit stories 

about their meaningful GCC experiences to share 

with the Fraternity. There was a lot of interest in 

hearing everyone’s experiences and we would like 

to do the same for this convention. In addition to 

hearing your stories about the Grand Council 

Convention, we are looking to highlight stories 

related to the theme of the convention. If your chapter has made an impact in your 

school or community with a special project, or an individual Brother has impacted 

the Chapter or the lives of other Brothers in meaningful ways we would love to hear 

about it. And I’m confident there are a lot of new GCC stories to share following the 

58th convention. I will be accepting both written and video stories to share on 

various media. For video stories I’m looking for options of <1 min, <3 min and <5 

min in length. You can submit them to me at claskew11122@gmail.com and we will 

be intermittently highlighting them over the next 18 months. 

The Social Media Task Force has been working on our charges starting with a review 

of our accounts. There are several ideas still being finalized but one big change 

already rolled out is we have returned to posting official announcements to the 

public Kappa Psi Facebook Page. Make sure to follow this page for news from the 

Central Office and International EC. For those interested in primarily seeing official 

information, the page will be a great way to make sure you don’t miss any updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/kappapsi/ 

We will continue to use the Facebook group as a forum for Brothers to interact, ask 

questions and share information from their Provinces. As this forum allows posting 

by any member of the group it is closed to only members. You would be surprised at 
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the number of non-members asking to join. Now when requesting access to the 

Facebook group, a set of questions will be asked to help identify if people are 

members of Kappa Psi. If you have any questions about this process please reach 

out to myself or Collegiate Member-at-Large Joe Nardolillo for more information. 

 

Proud to Be Your Brother, 

Christy Askew 

Grand Vice Regent 2017-2019 
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February 25th, 2018 

Brothers, 

I am happy to report that the legislative committee has been hard at work this term 

doing the great work of Kappa Psi. Ordinances are actively being reviewed by the 

committee. The legislative committee does recommend that ordinances are 

reviewed annually by chapters and submitted for review by the legislative 

committee at least every 2-3 years. To assist in this effort as well as other legislative 

matters, the legislative committee has updated and will soon be releasing several 

educational documents regarding local ordinances as well as Robert’s Rules of Order 

and parliamentary procedure. Webinars are also planned for these topics to assist in 

answering common questions from chapters.  

In addition, tax education documents have been updated. Chapters are encouraged 

to file their taxes annually with the IRS. If you are unsure of your chapter’s EIN, 

please contact the Grand Counselor. The Province Supervisor and Satrap for 

delinquent chapters have been contacted and informed of any chapters that have 

tax issues to address.  

The legislative committee is also soon to release a disciplinary process form to assist 

chapters in utilizing the Disciplinary Trial Guide and the Constitution and By-laws. 

This form will be available for general chapter use in the coming weeks. In addition, 

the committee has created a web-based form to be used to submit risk 

management questions that Brothers, Chapters, or Provinces may have regarding 

events or other issues.  

Lastly, the Fraternity policy manual is being reviewed and any changes will be 

announced Fraternity-wide. Educational documents are being produced during the 

review to assist chapters and Brothers with understanding our many policies.  

Please be on the lookout for the many educational documents and webinars coming 

forth from the office of the Grand Counselor, the Legislative Committee, and the 

Policy Committee.  

In closing, I want to thank you for allowing me to serve our Fraternity in this 

capacity. It has always been my honor to serve. Should you have questions or need 

assistance with anything, please do not hesitate to call, text, or message any time of 

day or night.  

Sincerely,  

 
Jason O Milton, DO, Pharm.D, MBA  
Grand Counselor 2017-2019 
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February 25th, 2018 

Greetings Brothers! 

The spring semester is a popular time to submit chapter history reports. The 
deadline has been set at May 31 to coincide with other form submissions although 
the reports are welcome throughout the year. These forms are used to collect 
information that may be used in a future history book or as a resource for chapters. 
All chapters and provinces have a Google drive folder to electronically submit 
chapter history report forms and maintain historical documents. The links are listed 
as a separate document in the spring packet and you must use a chapter email 
(chapter@kappapsi.org) to access them. Newsletters can be emailed to 
grandhistorian@kappapsi.org to be uploaded to your folder and submission will be 
verified with the chapter award committees. Overall, our collegiate chapters have a 
good submission rate; however, I would love to see more graduate chapter 
submissions so that we have some information in our history archives on the 
activities of our graduate Brothers. 
 
Over the next few months the International History Committee will focus on 
gathering information for our fraternity historical archiving. Province historians, 
please be on the lookout for communications from the committee as we seek to 
document province history since realignment. Chapter historians for chapters who 
were chartered since May 2011 will be contacted to ensure that the Grand Historian 
has documentation of chartering events and the committee will also encourage 
chapters celebrating a centennial in the next three years to begin the research of 
their chapters. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any ideas or information you would 
like to share about our history. I hope to see you all soon at APhA Annual Meeting in 
Nashville and other Fraternity events. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Melissa Buchanan, PharmD, MSCR, BCGP 
Grand Historian 2015-2019 
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February 25th, 2018 

Brothers, 

It will soon be new brother initiation time again. Remember that it is a time of 
celebration and needs to be taken seriously.  A little while after the initiation, please 
take time to review what went on with the new brothers. Make sure they 
understand what was discussed, especially all of the symbolism.  In the preamble of 
the Ritual Handbook it is said that if we do not perform rituals then we are just like 
any other club.  Please utilize all of the rituals, especially for opening and closing 
chapter meetings.  If your chapter is not using those rituals give them a try.  By using 
the ritual for meetings may just remind Brothers why they are there and what it 
means to be a Kappa Psi Brother.  
 
There was an embroidery issue with the regalia company. It has been resolved.  If 
you ordered anything last semester and did not receive it, you should be seeing it 
soon.  The ordering website and the price list are included in this packet. If you are 
having issues getting regalia, please let me know. 
 
I am all for performing our rituals. Please refrain from using them in ways they were 
not intended.  Using them for unintended purposes could give someone an 
impression that they are not to be taken seriously.  If you have any questions of 
when to use a certain ritual, please ask. If anyone has any suggestions for a ritual 
that we do not currently have, please let me know and I will pass it along to the 
ritual committee. 
 
Proud to Be Your Brother 
 

 
Mike Starvaggi, R.Ph. 

Grand Ritualist 2017-2019 
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February 25th, 2018 

Greeting Brothers, 

The spring is an exciting time for our Fraternity. Many chapters have already 

welcomed new Brothers. Soon the fraternity will also be welcoming the class of 

2018 as graduate brothers. Congratulations, graduates! I wish you the best of luck 

as you progress in the profession. Being a brother does not end with graduation. 

The networks you have created, the leadership skills you have developed, and the 

service you have performed can continue as a graduate brother. Kappa Psi is for 

Life! 

The graduate referral form is available on the website to help connect you to a 

Graduate Chapter. The graduate development committee and webmaster, Stanley 

Tan, are currently working on updating the referral form to include contact 

information and a map of all graduate chapters. More information will follow soon. 

The graduate development committee recently conducted a survey regarding how 

the Fraternity can improve the transition from a collegiate to graduate brother. The 

committee will be hosting webinars to help the new graduates make this change 

easier. Also, the committee is evaluating methods to improve connections among 

our Brothers, such as with searchable databases. 

Please take a moment to ensure that you have paid your 2018 voluntary graduate 

dues which can be completed online at www.kappapsi.org. Voluntary dues support: 

- Expansion of professional and philanthropic events at GCC 
- Sponsorship for our new partnership with Reach Out and Read 
- Funding for service grants to our Chapters 
- Scholarships to attend the APhA Institute on Alcoholism and Drug 

Dependency 
- Biennial Leadership Symposium 
- Further development of Kappa Psi’s website and social media 

 
Graduate chapter dues invoices will be sent to the chapter’s Kappa Psi email 

address. Dues are to be paid by March 15th. Please make sure to check your 

chapter’s email address regularly, as graduate referrals will be sent to that address. 

Lastly, if there is anything I can do for you or your chapter, please do not hesitate to 

ask. 

Proud to be your Brother, 

 
Chris Miller, PharmD 
Graduate Member at Large 2017-2019 
Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Inc. 
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February 25th, 2018 

Hello Brothers, 

As the spring semester has quickly come upon us, I hope all chapters have a full schedule of 

pledging, philanthropy, and professional activities. Similarly, to many of your own chapters, 

the Collegiate Development Committee has been hard at work pursuing new ideas and 

completing older projects! 

One of the largest developments out of the Collegiate Development Committee is the direct 

text messaging updates through the third-party service EZ-Texting. These messages will 

allow the Regent and GCD of each collegiate chapter to stay up-to-date with Central Office 

dues, newly released tools, and MASK article deadlines. If GCDs do not wish to enroll, 

chapters may choose to enroll another officer such as a Vice Regent or Secretary. If you have 

not done so already, fill out the Google Form posted via Facebook and the Google Group to 

collect the names and contact information of those individuals from each collegiate chapter 

who will receive the texts. The link can be found here. 

As always, I would like to remind Brothers of our subscription to GoToWebinar which is 

available to all collegiate chapters, graduate chapters, and provinces. Be sure to utilize this 

service to host webinars, conference calls, or video chats to connect Brothers anytime. To 

set this up, please reach out at collatlarge@kappapsi.org with your preferred date and time. 

Additionally, the Collegiate Development Committee has been working on a newsletter and 

webinar series that will provide information regarding both fraternal and professional 

business. After the release of our first newsletter, “Keeping Connected with Kappa Psi”, 

every member of the committee has proposed their own ideas for a newsletter and a 

webinar. Be on the lookout for these great tools! 

In conjunction with the Graduate Development Committee, our committee will work off the 

Graduate Transition Survey to create focus groups which will dive further into the barriers 

that hinder Brother involvement post-graduation. We are very excited to allow newly 

graduated and soon-to-be graduates to share their opinions to help Kappa Psi continue to 

retain our Brothers after their college years. 

The Collegiate Development Committee continues to tackle many other projects such as 

new promotional material for the fraternity and new manuals to help our chapters run more 

efficiently. We are looking forward to another productive and exciting year to come! Please 

be sure to reach out if I can assist our collegiate Brothers in anyway. 

 

PTBYB, 

 
Joe Nardolillo, PharmD Candidate 2018 
Collegiate Member-at-Large 2017-2019 
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