
March 2014 – Updating & Using Your Ordinances 

Greetings Brothers,  

 

In the second installment of the Grand Counselor’s Legislative Tips, I wanted to discuss the role 

of ordinances at the Chapter level (many of the same principles extend to the Province). I determined 

this would be the ideal time for this topic as many Chapters review and submit ordinance updates in the 

Spring semester in time for credit towards your Chapter of the Year Form. As a reminder, the COTY form 

provides for up to 200 points for issues related to the local Chapter ordinances (50 points for having a 

copy on file at the Chapter, 100 points for having your ordinances approved within the last 4 years, and 

50 points for performing annual review of local ordinances). Therefore, I encourage all of you to review 

your ordinances and send me a copy if changes are made, especially if you haven’t reviewed in the last 4 

years. 

 In preparation for updates and reviews, it is important to reference Uniform Collegiate Chapter 

By-Law XVI, Section 2 (same section in the Graduate By-Laws and Province By-Law XIII, Sec 1) that states 

“Any amendments to these By-Laws shall be in the form of Local Chapter Ordinances to be a part of 

By-Law XVII. All Local Chapter Ordinances shall be subordinate to and consistent with these By-Laws 

and the Constitution and By-Laws of the Fraternity. Organization of Local Chapter Ordinances shall 

be such that the Arabic numeral of each Ordinance shall indicate content corresponding to and in 

modification of the numerically equivalent Roman numeral By-Law. Local Chapter Ordinances may 

consist of more than one (1) section, in which case, the order of sequence shall be similar to the 

order of sequence in the respectively modified By-Law.” This is important to understand because it 

defines local ordinances as additions to the Uniform By-Laws, not replacements of those By-Laws 

(i.e. By-Law XVII would be the ordinances). In addition, the organization, numbering and content of 

the ordinances should be similar to those of the corresponding By-Law sections. Some examples are 

provided below (answers can be found at the end of the document), try pulling up the Uniform 

Collegiate Chapter By-Laws (which start on p. 28 of the Constitution & By-Laws found on the 

Fraternity website).  

Examples: 

1) Let us say you want to add a stipulation that in order to be elected to the office of Regent, a 

candidate must be a member of the Fraternity for one full year. Where would you add this? 

 

2) Now imagine the Chapter wishes to organize a winter formal every year under guidance of 

the Social committee. Where would you add this? 

 

3) What happens if the Chapter wishes to add a standing Pledge committee, but that isn’t 

included in the Uniform Collegiate Chapter By-Laws? 

 

4) Lastly, the Chapter is having difficulty meeting quorum and they want to exclude APPE 

students from quorum requirements per the new amendment passed at the 56th GCC. How 

do they go about it? 



 The reason this is important is because it can aid Chapters & Provinces in the interpretation 

of the Constitution & By-Laws as well as their own ordinance. I often recommend that Chapters 

keep a copy of their respective Uniform By-Laws (Collegiate, Graduate or Province) with a copy of 

their local ordinances. When a Sergeant-at-Arms or Parliamentarian is requested to tender an 

opinion on an action of the Chapter or Province, they should first refer to the Uniform By-Laws, 

then refer to their local ordinances for Chapter/Province specifics that may apply only to that 

group. It is up to your International Legislative committee to determine if any local ordinance 

changes are in conflict with superior enactments of the Fraternity as a whole, but once your 

ordinances are approved, you should consider them in effect. In addition, this helps assist the 

National Legislative Committee in their review of the ordinances. We try to look at each submitted 

ordinance for correct formatting, ensure that each addition corresponds to the respective By-Law 

and section in the Uniform By-Laws, and finally ensure that the amendments align with the 

Constitution or provisions provided by Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised. 

The primary purpose of this installment of tips is to highlight the importance of ordinance 

vigilance, how best to draft them (in terms of both form & function) as well as how to assist in 

interpretation. For any chapter who hasn’t updated in more than 5 years, it may often be advised to 

start a new set of ordinances from scratch. I can assist Chapters in obtaining the most recent 

approved version of your ordinances, if desired. If you have any questions about updating 

ordinances, or have suggestions on future topics feel free to email me at 

grandcounselor@kappapsi.org.  

 

Fraternally, 

 

Robert Mancini 

Grand Counselor 2013-2015 
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Sample Exercise Answers: 

1) Answer: Since By-Law V, Section 1 outlines the qualifications of officers, the Chapter would 

include this language in the corresponding Ordinance 5, Section 1. 

2) Answer: Since By-Law VII, Section 5, Sub-Sec F outlines the duties of the Social Committee, 

the Chapter would include this language in corresponding Ordinance 7, Section 5, Sub-

Section F. 

3) Answer: The Chapter has every right to add additional committees as they see fit, however 

they need to include it in their ordinances. By-Law VII, section 2 outlines the additional 

committees (outside of those required per the Uniform By-Laws), the Chapter should 

include the name of said committee in Ordinance 7, section 2. Then, you should include the 

duties of said committee as well in the sub-sections. Since the sub-section does not yet exist 

for this new committee, the Chapter should add a new sub-section (Sub-Section N, etc) and 

outline the duties of this new committee there. 

4) Chapter additions related to quorum should be laid out in Ordinance 14, section 1 since By-

Law XIV, section 1 covers those details. 

 

 


